Auditions: Jester

JESTER

The other narrator of the story, the Jester is counterpart to the Minstrel and can also be played by a
male or female. Find a good singer and mover, and consider casting an actor who contrasts physically
to the Minstrel.

The music continues as the MINISTREL speaks.

MINSTREL
BE G IN This is the story of “The Princess and the Pea.”

JESTER
Or rather the true story.

MINSTREL
Which we happen to know for the very good reason that we were there.

JESTER
It takes place in a small kingdom ruled over by a talkative Queen...

QUEEN AGGRAVAIN enters behind DAUNTLESS
and plants her hands firmly on his shoulders, looking
down at him adoringly.

MINSTREL
And a mute King.

The KING enters to beside the QUEEN, completing the
family picture.

JESTER
Twelve girls came to the castle hoping to wed the Prince, each one a
true princess.

MINSTREL
But for one reason or another, each one was found to be unsuitable by END
the Queen.

JESTER

BE G IN Your Highness, the King welcomes you — and
The KING mimes.

— he hopes you get one hundred on the test tomorrow.

WINNIFRED
(pleased)
Well, thanks!

The KING takes off his crown and holds it to his heart.

DAUNTLESS
(importantly)
My father never touches his crown to his heart unless he really means it.

MINSTREL
Alas, Madame, the King is mute.

JESTER
He’s still under a curse, cast long ago, that says, “The King will never talk END

until the mouse devours the hawk.”




Auditions: Jester

MINSTREL
BEGIN ‘What's wrong, Your Majesty?
KING
(Worried.)
JESTER
You're worried?
KING
(Yes.)
MINSTREL
About what?
KING
(Lady.)
JESTER
Some lady. Which lady?
KING
(Two syllables.)
MINSTREL
Two syllables.
KING
(First syllable.)
JESTER
First syllable.
KING
(Bird.)
MINSTREL
Bird — some kind of bird!
KING
(Yes.)
JESTER

(rattling off the list quickly)
Auk, bluebird, catbird, dove, eagle, finch, grouse, hawk, ibis, jay, kiwi, lark...

The KING claps his hands.

MINSTREL
Lark! Lady Larken!

KING
(Yes. He mimes “small word”.)

JESTER
“And”

KING
(Knight.)

MINSTREL
A knight?

KING

(Yes. He holds his hair out from his head.)
JESTER, MINSTREL

KING END

Sir Harry!

(Yes.)



Auditions: Jester

The Minstrel,  No. 10

The Jester and 1

(MINSTREL, JESTER, KING)

CUE:
MINSTREL: We know you can’t talk, but you manage

to communicate.

MINSTREL,
JESTER:
Tempo KING: (Yes) (sing 3rd time)
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